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SECOND LIEUTENANT OF HIS MAJESTY's SHIP 


BRITANNIA, 


aA T A 


COURT MARTIAL 


HELD ON BOARD THE DRAGON, IN PORTSMOUT'Y 
HARBOUR, ON FRIDAY, JANUARY 5, 1781. 


Capt. JOSEPH PEYTON, Prefident, 


For refuſing to do Duty under e junior Lieutenant, appointed © 


firſt Lieutenant by ADMIRAL DazByY. 
WITH 
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held on board his Majeſty's ſhip Dragon, 4 
in Porti mouth harbour, on Friday the 5th 
of January 1581, a e 
office of Lord High Admiral of Oedt 

D . „» 


%A 


1620 
tain and Ireland, &c. for the trial of the 


Honourable Philip Stopford, ſecond lieu- 
tenant of the Britannia, for having refuſed 


to do his duty, dated the 2d January in 
ſtant. 
PRESENT, 


Captain Joſeph Peyton, commander 
of His Majeſty's ſhip Cumberland, and 
ſenior captain of His Majeſty s ſhips and 
veſſels at Portſmouth and d. „ | 
stöbrr. 


rene CAPTAINS; 


„ 
Sir Digby Dent. John Dalrymple. 
The Hon. Fr. Maitland. Charles Inglis. 


Sir George Collier. George Ourry. 
R James Alws, * 


Exelyn Sutton. 
I biz Rich Perron. 
4177 5119 
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4333 
Ar the ſame time all the witneſſes were 
ordered in, and the audience admitted. 


"Tas a for aſſembling the court mar- 
tial was then read. * 


Then- the zeturn of Admiral Sir 'Tho- 
mas Pye, commander in chief, &c. &c. of 
the captains abſent with leave, &c. was 
read, and was as follows, 


CAPTAINS. SHIPS. Reaſonofabſegce 


Sir C. Douglas, Bart. Duke 
Herbert Sawyer Namur 
Sir R, Bickerton, Bart. Fortitude 
Sir James Wallace Nonſuch 
John Elphinſtone Magnificent 
John Stanton Formidable + with leave. 
James Cranſtgn Defence | 
S. W. Clayton Victory 
Hen. Geo, Beckekey = Veſtal 


w. Peere Williams 2 
Henry Lloyd 


„ 1 


(4) 
1 he apppintment of Mr. W illiaam Au- 
guſtus Batteſworth, to act as judge advg- 
cate on this occaſion, i in the abſence of the 
Judge advocate and deputy Judge advocate 
-of the fleet, was then read. | 


14 ug 


<1 1G Limb wo n % 050 1 
„ The members AF then m. l 


« FEE $ s 4 - fs 
05 oY WET. 1217 7 ed; * 


Then the judge advocate w was 8 q 


ehen the charge was read. 
4 e | vel rofl; $91 
All the \witnieffes” were then ordered t to 
withdraw, except Vice | Admiral Dar by, . 
who was the f bit witneſs ta, eee 


2 


nns T. 


T7758 


Admiral! Darby; be pleaſed to give the 
court an 3 of what' Tu Know, rell 
2 V 2095 .f 


3 NES 


31, 1 


. 8 

e ty 83 WIT NE is: 0 

I think it was on the 18th of October 
laſt, that Mr. Caley, the firſt lieutenant, 
made à vacancy, by being: put into tlie 
command of the Harpy fire · ſip; upon 
which I -fent for Mr. Stopford, and told 
him, that as I had an intention te ſerve 
Mr. Darby, my relation, who was the 
third lieutenant, I thoughit it better to let 
him know it now, as I intended to put Mr. 
Darby in, ta act as firſt lieuteniant. That 
J. did ſuppoſe he could not take it amiſs? 
His reply to me, to tlie deſt of my re- 
membrance Was, that he did take it a- 
miſs; and 1 believe he aſked me to Tepeat 
my words, which, I think 1 did. He 
then requeſted, that he might have per- 
miſſion to go onſhore : I. told him, that he 
had'my conſent to do; but I was ſorry I 
did not know his mind before: I believe 


* "this time we were ulider fail. I had 
occaſion 


ju 
. 

eccafion to ring ſæveral tines in the courſe 
of che night, in all the watches I believe, 
and the vfficer came to me. As Mr. Stop- 
Ard had mot come in during the whole 

coneſe of the vight, I enquired in the 
morning wach, of Lieutenant Tyler, 
Whether Mr, Stopford had any watch? 
d chink, ta the beſt of my temem- 
Mane, he told me he had the middle 
etch. When we were returning inte 
port; which was the next day ſeeing al 
che officers but Mr. Stopford, 1 enquired 
af Captain Bradby, where he was: ſomer 
thing might paſs between Captain rad - 
hy and ae, in couVYerſation, which I. don't 
altogether xergember ; hut I deſired him to 
ſend far Mx. Stapford, in. order to ſpeak to 
dm upon che ſubject of his not meing up- 
or go chat effect. And. to the beſt of my 


ſapepabrance, Cptzin Bradby informed 


17 * * *f 


((:28,Þ 
me, Mr, Stopford would not da duty under 
Mr. Darby, I told him, if that was the 
caſe, I deſired he would order him into 
confinement. What paſſed afterwards, 
Mr. Stopfard's letter, and the order for aſ- 
ſegabling this court will explain. 


COURT. 


Had any commiſſion or particular charge 
been given by you to Lieutenant Darby, to 
act as firſt lieutenant, at the time this con · 
verſation * or after? 


After A had raiſe, that | 
very day, (the 18th I mean) I gave Len. 
tenant Darby the arder to act as firſt lieu- | 
F. og n 


ASHNOLLHY QUESTIONS 


„ e . 
ONS Thou Tas } PRISONER, 
SOT Eo% FL 34 loi the £ * 
pon oa "Ieqinting' e you * 
bad a ppeinted Lieutenant Dal firſt leu. 
terjint of the Britatinia ; over my head \ 6d 
not I inſtantly quelt your EEE & | 


refign wk 9 2 
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nant wat firſt lieutenant ; but that ; | 


fhould do ſo. And I do not.recoll ect ſeeing 
Mr. Stopford, 11 appointed Mr. 


8 enant. "In regard w. e 


ut 11 * 
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( 9+) 
PRISONER. 
Did you not fay, Sir, you ſhall ? 
ANSWER. 


I don't recollect to have made uſe of the 
word hall, at that time; but I faid that 


he had my liberty, or permiſſion, or conſent. 
Witnefs withdrew. 


Captain Bradby called in and ſworn. 
WITNESS. 
1 beg permiſſion of the court to refer to 
a minute I took juſt after the tranſaction. 
COURT _ I 
You took it juſt after? | 
ANSWER. 
| Yiu 


COURT. Þ 


T —ͤ Oe —— — — — 
y e 
. 
_ 


„ 
c un T. 


Then you may refreſh your memory 
from it.—Be pleaſed to give the court an 
account of what you know relative to the 


charge ? 
WAI WY-ES.'S. 


The Admiral having acquainted me Mr. 


Stopford was to continue to do his duty as 
ſecond lieutenant ; and not ſeeing him on 
deck, on the morning of the 19th of Octo- 
ber, when the hands were turned up to 
bring the ſhip to anchor in Torbay, I ſent 
for him to know his reaſous for not being 
on deck; he faid the Admiral had appoint- 
ed Mr. Darby, a junior officer, firſt lieu- 
tenant over his head, and that he could 
not ſerve under a junior officer; ſome lit- 
tle time after, the Admiral, who ſaw me 
ſpeaking to Mr. Stopford, aſked me the 
reaſon that Mr. Stopford was not on deck. 


” It 3 | On 


1 


Cur) 
On my acquainting the Admiral with the 
above reaſon, the Admiral gave me orders 
to ſend for Mr. Stopford, and to order 
him immediately to do his duty, or he | 
would confine him. 1 direQly ſent for 


Mr. Stopford, and acquainted him with 
the Admiral's directions. Mr. Stopford's 


anſwer was, the Admiral could not oblige 
him to ſerve under a junior officer, and 
that he would not do it. On my telling 
him if he did not, I ſhould be under the 
diſagreeable neceſſity of putting him un- 
der arreſt, having the Admiral's poſitive 
order for ſo doing ; his anſwer was, the 
Admiral might do as he pleaſed, but he 
would not ſerve under a junior officer. On 
my acquainting the Admiral with Mr. 
Stopford's determination, the Admiral or- 


dered me to ſend. for the ſurgeon, to know 
if Mr. Stopford had made any complaint 


to him of ill health; on the ſurgeon's an- 


C 2 ſwering 


( 2 ) 
fwering, No, not lately; I received the 
Admiral's poſitive orders to put Mr. Stop- 
ford under arreſt, and he was accordingly 
put under arreſt. 1 


C O-U-R T. 
What commiſhon had Mr. Stopford * 
board the Britannia? 
ANS W E R. 
Second lieutenant; (but I never ſaw 
the commiſſion) and Mr. Darby was third. 
. 


Did Mr. Stopford mention to you, that 
the Admiral had given him leave to retire 
on ſhore, on Mr. Darby's being made firſt 
lieutenant? | 


ANSWER. 
' E-underſtood it o; but do not exaAly 
, ; 5 5 1] Q 


63 
recollect whether Mr. Stopford mentioned 
it then or afterwards. 


c O U 


Had the third lieutenant received kis 


commiſſton or order to act as firſt licute- 
nant at this time? 


ANSWER. 
Yes, his order he had; he recaveditthe 


evening before. 


COUR T. 


Had Mr. Darby entered on any part of | 
his duty, as firſt lieutenant, at the time 


of the converſation paſſing between you 
and Mr. Stopford ? 


ANSWER. 


Yes, I know he had early in the morn- 
| ing, 


| 03 

ing, and I think he had * evening 
before. 2 

Y 


cou R T. 


Do you know whether Mt. Stopford 
kept the middle watch after Mr. Darby 


acted as firſt heutenant ? 


ANSWER. 
No, I believe he did not. 


C OUR T. 


Did you know of any converſation be- 
| tween the Admiral and Mr. Stopford, on 
Mr. Darby's being appointed to act as firſt 
leutenant? 


ANSWER. 
I heard none. 


| Queſtion 


C15 ) 
Queſtion from the Priſoner. 


On the morning of the 19th October, 
when you ſent for me to your cabin, to 
know my reaſons for not doing my duty 
on deck, did not 1 acquaint you, that 
Admiral Darby had told me the day be- 


fore that he had appointed Mr. Darby firſt 
lieutenant of the Britannia ? | 


ANSWER. 
Yes. 
PRISONER. 


Did I not ſo tell you that Admiral 
Darby, at my requeſt, had given me leave 
to quit the ſhip, which was all that I want- 
ed; and I looked upon Admiral Darby to 
be too much a man of honor, to go back 
from his word? 


s © 


ANSWER 


* 


169 
ANSWER. 


Ian not poſnĩre whether t was at that 
ume, or whether 1 It was in a converſation 
we had juſt after. 


PRISONER. 


In refuſing to ſerve under a junior offi- 
cer, did I make uſe of any violent or diſ- 
reſpett ful or improper behaviour? 


A NSW E R. 
| Not in the leaſt. 
COU R T. 


At the time this happened, was the ſhip 
9 what ſituation was ſne? 


ANS WE R. 


I believe the was juſt at an anchor in 
| Torhay,returned from fea ina gale of wind. 


* 


( 227 4) 


PRISON 5 


yous bf the. time che. ſhip wa ve 
coming in to Tuba? % 2:18 


* 23 


, 
— 


ANSWER. 


' = 
— 4 


| I am not poitive whether the thip was 


under way, or at anchor, preciſely—it was 
juſt about that time I took the earlieſt pp- 
* W to uw. 1 1 Stopford. 


P R 1.89. N E R. b 


Was not the ſhip a en Tibia 
for an hour of more before you acquainted 
me hay antere Gen Adepirgd are 


4 


4 Zint . . 
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W 


ae 114 Wd - hy 08 49 47 e: 


Ves, the ruſt have been that 
2900 


«8 0 
OED I.E? 


0 Mt. Stopford any opportunity of 
getting on ſhore from” che time of the ap- 


pointment of Mr. Darby, to act as firſt N 
lieutenant, until Mr. * refuſed to 
do his duty * * 


e 4 TH * 
HY |, * —_ 2 


ANSWER. 


gn N 


1 mn there i off the Start. 


* 1 


COURT. 


* 
89 «- #4 


Did you ſend any boat en ſhore ? 
Ned 1. 12655 2. 
Leaf ANS WE R. 8 


1 bn't recollect any, but there ven 
ſome frigates and cutters there: I cannot 


recollect whether any veſſel went from 
the ſhip or not; I 10 not remember that. 


M8714 na 8 VE 4 * 


1298 | court: 


(Cc Ig, )\ \ 


S Pub BiH 


Da you. recollect whether Was any par- 


con appainted to, act as fgcond liewenant,, 
before Mr. Stopford refuſed to do his duty? 
Ad We VA. 


ANSWER. 


wma *$9* 2% 10129 19081 


believe not; I do not recolleR 1 wh n 


LAT R391 
the ſecond lieutenant was appointed, but 


I think it muſt have been aftet. 1 


> bas gi 


PRISONER. 


Did not my refuſing to do che Uuty of 
the ſecond lieutenant appear to you te be 
ſolely from an idea of ſervice; thats f. 
having a junior officer put over my head 
in the ſhip?” e . T A. ## 


to a2: N S . E R. ai 28 J 


boni b:otqo!2 THE 150 wW7 f 


RA fo to me. Eh5v,03 $61 mot 


15:19 ,eu III os PRI. 


ne ia bas od garbaght 1 
e | 


from the converſation with Admiral 


=; 6269 


PRISONER. 
. eee 


name, 4 
ANSWER. 
"une e 3 
Ths 1 7171 Jr 
eee eee e 
a 
1 SL PEN T.. will 
| Sb th uy neon, Yr, of what 
e e gn 
dad m WIT! N 2 5 8. 0 
1 —_ 


Odtober, when Mr, Stopford returned 


t 
Dyrhg Mir. Stopford adgirefſed us, tha 
were Randivg there, and ſaid, Gentle- 


1 21240 
men, 1 am no longer 2 lieutenant of the 
Britannia. Have you an commands to 
town ? We enpreſſel our furgrize at his 


114 FF TE 317673 


leaving us. and he then told us the c we, 
rage he had ih th alia, 


„. 91 


8 t c-0 R * 


— „ 107; 


e 2 


of” rn 9. 


* 8 


ANSWER. a 
Ie was about ns o'clock, rd pos: 


Fart ay rr 
on ſhore ? 


ANSWER 


BME, I-L 


ere 


Lieutenant 


6029 


"Lieutenant Ernchin, cing. th the fag gk. 
i i witneſſes ſurhno ned, the p piper as 
44 by the court, if f be: withe to ay 
* Jl »)F 4! ba 14 * 1 

any thing furt her i in bis defenc e, When A 
he liven f fed dues bs dle 0199 
Advocate, r tde Judge Advo- 
cate, might pad dit fo or bim, which he ar- 


S111) ho ** Haie. 


cocdingly did, nd. it is tranſmitted here- 
with. ATW EMA 


254d $:0t2d Aol o wo Wods tt I 
Mu. Preſident, and Gentlemen of the 


_ I am brought—befbre) this Court, 
banged. with having negleced, aud [hay- 
— Nd !-imbA 
L 101] ao 
Though I gangot but bg greatly con- 
cored at ſuch a Char ge ge bring ex exhibited ata 
2225 L isu 

oF me, rder of the commander, in 
cler in 2285 bY Thave had the honour” 
of fing; 0 Ane ER om, os £ ſome time, 
Jamnkdarer — 


steel 


( 23 ) 

Thave been 3ccuftomed r6 Took ip as to my 
friend et 1 feel myſelf perfectly eaſy 
with reſpect to any conſequences which 
thay reſult from this trial to myſelf, — 
being fully convinced, that 1 have acted 
with propticty : as an officer, and agreeable 
to ſeutiments EI 1 have ever been 
fadght To confider as right, with reſpelt to 
the ſervice. * ö 
1 I 1d 

From the time I was appointed to the 
Britannia, it never was in any ſhape inti- 
mated to me, that I was at any würde to 
ſabmit to be commanded by! 4 3 junior offi 

cer. I know that it is uſual in the ſer- 
viee, for poſt captains to ſerve in floops, 
refigning for the time they are ſoctployed, 
their tank as poſt captains, and for lieute- 
nants in flag ſhips to ſerve under juniors; : 
but I ever underſtood, that in either cafe; 


an order for the purpoſe could not legal 
200 1 be 


( 24 ) 
be given, without the conſent of che par- 
ties; and which was only ſubmitted to, in 
conſideration of ſome private advantage. 
Indeed the contrary cannot be ſuppoſed, 


_ without overturning every military rule 
and order. I am very far from blaming 
thoſe officers, who ſubmit to be ſo em- 
ployed. I only. mean to obſerve, that it 
never agreed with my ideas of ſervice, and 


is what I never would ſubmit to, for any 
conſideration whatſoever. 


On the firſt lieutenant. of the Britan- 
nia's being appointed to. the command of 
a fire - ip, the commander in chief ſent 
for me, to acquaint me with his having 
appointed his relation, Mr. Darby, the 
third Beutenant, to ſucceed Mr. Cayley 
as ficſt- Lieutenant. Lexpreſſed ray, con- 
concern: hat this, his intention, had not 
r, i 
| not 


6259 
not reconcile to myſelf the propriety of 
ſerving under a junior officer; and re- 
flecting on the humble and mortifying 
ſituation to which 1 ſhould be reduced, 
by receiving orders from, and acting un- 
der, an officer, my junior in the ſervice 
by more than eleven years, and who had 
in the ſame ſhip, and under the ſame 
admiral, for near two years, ſerved under 
me, I determined, notwithſtanding any 
proſpects of promotion I might have by 
ſubmitting to it, to requeſt the admiral's 
permiſſion inſtantly to reſign my com- 
miſſion as ſecond lieutenant of the Bri- 
tannia, and leave to quit the ſhip directly; 
a requeſt which Admiral Darby imme- 
diately complied with ; a circumſtance 
which I am fully perſuaded the admiral's 
honour will not allow him to deny me 
the juſtice of declaring to the court ; for 
which purpoſe I have requeſted the ho- 
nour of his attendance here. From this* 
E time, 


„. 


time I certainly concluded that it could not 
be expected I ſhould do duty any longer in 
the Britannia; I was therefore much ſur- 
prized the next morning, when the captain 
ſent for me to know the reaſon why I did 
not do my duty on deck; I acquainted him 
with my having the day before obtained the 
Admiral's permitnon to refign, in conſe- 
quence of a Junior officer being put over me 
in the pp; on which Captain Bradby told 
me it was the Admiral's order, that ſhould, 
notwithſtanding, continue to do my duty 
as ſecond lieutenant, and that he had or- 
ders, i in caſe of my refuſal, to put me into 
confinement. | 


1 immediately anſwered, that l conceived. 
_ 1t impoſſible for any order legally ta com- 
pel me to ſerve under ſuch circumſtances: 4 
Tbat. with my ideas of {ervige, 1 found i it 

impofſible to ſubmit; I Was therefore under 
| : RS 


* 873 


= 


(C2) | 
the neceſſity of diſobeying the order, from 
a full conviction that it was an illegal one; 
that at all events, I muſt decline ſerving 
under Lieutenant Darby ; and that 1 was 
ready to await the conſequences. In juſtice 
to Mr. Darby, I think it neceflary to declare, 
that if I thought it poſſible to ſubmit, with 
propriety, to ſerve under any junior officer, 
1 certainly would under him; my objec- 
tion ariſing ſolely from an idea of ſervice. 


The court will be pleaſed to obſerve, that 
in declining to ſerve winder a junior officer, 
1 made uſe of no violent or diſreſpectful be- 
haviour to my ſuperior officers. I was fix- 


ed, and determined in my conduct; an 
my reaſons were given with firmneſs, bue 
with all due reſpett. | 


| 1 was ſoon aſter, by order of the Admird, 
put into confinement,” 


139 


It will undoubtedly appear extraordinary 
to this court, as it certainly does to me, that 
fo violent a ſtep ſhould be taken by the Ad- 
miral, after having accepted of my reſigna- 
tion, and having granted me permiſſion to 
quit che ſhip, at a time when there were 
opportunities of ſending me on ſhore, — 
That as I was refigniog all pretenſions at 
that time to preſerment, (and which I might 
be ſuppoſed to have been near obtaining) 
together with the loſs of the Admiral's 
friendſhip and protection. This ſacrifice. 
might ſurely have been conſidered as ſuffi- 
cient for preſuming to differ in opinion 


with the commander in chief, in a point 
which ſo nearly concerned my own honor. 


I am ſenſible that I might, aſter all, 
' have avoided being brought to trial. The 
commander in chief has done me the ho- 
nor of intimating that to me in a letter 


# ». 


(1 
ſince my confinement, But when an of. 
ficer 1s put into confinement, and is con- 
ſcious at the ſame time, that he has not 
committed a crime, he would be deſtitute 
of all regard to his honor and character, 
was he to make a ſhameful compromiſe 
for his liberty. | 


It may by ſome be confidered as terne- 
rity in me to contend with the commander 


in chief, —I have examined that circum- 2 


ſtance in my mind, and remain fully con: 
viaced, that the high rank and particular 
ſituation of my proſecutor cannot in any 
ſhape, have any influence on this court: 
The oath and honor of each individual 
member, muſt, and undoubtedly wall 
oblige him to do juſtice with the ſtricteſt. 
. is; | 170 
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The preſent queſtion equally intereſts 
every officer in the navy, as well is my- 
Telf, för, if the order which I im accuſed 
of diſobeying, is declared to be 4 legal 
one, they will be liable; at the will and 
pleaſure of their ſuperiors; tobe employ 
in ſituations equally humiliating and de- 
grading as mine would have been: 


I therefore truſt that the ſentente bf 
this court will be eleat and explicit; and 
not in the ſmalleſt degree leave doubtful 
the legality of an order, which muſt have 
obtained ſome authority, from the high 


rank and character of the Admiral, who 
contends for the propriety of it. 


As I cannot, even for à moment, hat- 
bour the idea, that it is poſſible for a court 
compoſed of captains to declare an order to 


be legal and compellable to lieutenants, 
and 


6 


and not equally ſo to themſelves, there 
wor if each Member, before he determines 
on my. caſe, will pauſe for a moment, and 
alk himſelf how ke would act in a ſituation 
fimilzx to mine; I can, I am ſure, have 
nothing to apprehend from their ſentence, 
from a thorough perſuaſion that the quel- 
tion ſo examined, with candor and impar- 
fiality, muſt be determined fully and clear- 
ly in my favor; 


But, if zeal for the honor of a Seide | 
have long been i in, and an anxious care to 
prevent, in my perſon, a rule of ſervice be- 
ing eſtabliſhed to the prejudice of my bro- 
ther officers, ſhould have led me into an 
error, . you be of opinion I have 
diſobeyed a lawful order, and think proper 
to Aiſmiſs me the ſervice, I ſhall ſubmit, 


with great reſpect, to your judgments, and 
receive your ſentence with chcarfulneſs and 


refignation ; 4 


3 

reſignation; for under ſuch circumſtances, 
it can only be a puniſhment to be obliged to 
ſerve ; and I ſhall retire with the pleafing 
reflection of having done my utmoſt to pre- 

vent an order being eſtabliſhed into a prece- 

dent, which would fubje every officer in 
the navy to fituations ſo extremely injuri- 

ous to their honor as officexs, and to their 
| feelings as men. 


| (A true Copy) 

WP Delivered to me by the priſoner 

N do be read, and read by me ; 
| accordingly. | 

W. BETTESWORTH, 


Judge Advocate on this occaſion. ' 


— — -- 5 o 


Gro. Jacxson, D. S. 


= 
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The priſoner then withdrew, attended 


by the Provoſt Marſhal, and the court was 
cleared. | 


After ſome time ſpent in deliberation, the 
court agreed on the ſentence, which was 
drawn up and figned by the members and 
Judge Advocate. 


The court was then opened, the Priſoner 
brought in by the Provoſt Marſhal, and 
audience admitted, 


The Judge Advocate then read the ſen- 
tence in open court. 


( 34 ) 


At a court martial, aſſembled and held, an 
board bis Majeſty's ſhip the Dragon, in 
Portſmouth Harbour, on F Friday the 5 
January, 1781. 


PRESENT, 


Captain Joſeph Peyton, commander 
of His Majeſty's 8 ſhip Cumberland, and 
ſenior captain of His Majeſty" s ſhips and 
veſſels at Portſmouth and Abend. Par- 
SIDENT. 


CAPTAINS. 


Sir Digby Deat. John Dalrymple. 
The Hon. Fr. Maitland. Charles Inglis. 

Sir George Collier. George Ourry. 

The Hon. W. Cornwallis. James Alms. 
Thomas Paſley. Evelyn Sutton. 
Anthony Hunt, Sir Richard Pearſon, 


The 


(35 ) 


The court, in purſuance of an order from 
the Commiſſioners for executing the office 
of Lord High Admiral of Great Britain and 
Ireland, dated the ſecogd of January inſt. 
proceeded to try the Hon. Philip Stopford, 
focond lieutenant of the Britannia, for having 
refuſed to do his duty; and having heard al 
the witneſſes, as well thoſe in ſupport of 
the charge, as thoſe i in the priſoner's defence, 


as alſo the priſoner's defence; and having 
maturely conſidered the whole, is of opi- 


nion that the charge 1 is not proved. 


The court do therefore adj nage, that the 
Hon. Philip Stopford, the priſoner, be ac- 
| quitted 


_-—— — 
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quitted of the ſaid charge, and he is hereby 
— accordingly. 


JOSEPH PEYTON, 
DIGBY DENT, 


JOHN DALRYMPLE, - 
FREDERICK MAITLAND, 
CHARLES INGLIS, 
GEORGE OLE, | 
GEORGE OURRY, | 
WILLIAM CORNWALLIS, 
© JAMES ALMS, 
ANTHONY HUNT, 
EVELYN SUTTON, 
THOMAS PASLEY, 
RICHARD PEARSON. 


Then the Provoſt Marſhal was informed 


| the priſoner 1 was diſcharged, and Mr. Stop- 


ford had his ford delivered to him. 


The ſentence was then delivered by the 
Judge Advocate to the Preſident, to be 
tranimitted by Admiral Sir Thomas Pye. 
commander in chief, &c. &c. to their 


Lordſhips. 


W. Bar TESwoRT H, 
8 Judge Advocate. 


(A true Copy: ) 


